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‘SURVEY NOTES 
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EXTLLE DEMAND SLACKENS 


Be > ee 


There are now decided indications that the demand for textiles is beginning to 
slacken. Bibb Manufacturing Company (one of the strongest, most efficient of 
all cotton textile manufacturing concerns) has just discontinued the third shift 
at two of its plants with Charles C. Hertwig, Vice-president, stating that "a 
general slump throughout the cotton textile industry" had caused the production | Bis 
» set back, In all, about 500 workers at Macon, Georgia alone have been released, . 
‘ | (Daily News Record, May 14, 1947). 


CCTION TEATILA INDUSTRY IN GOOD. POSITION { 


Despite the current decline in demand, it appears that the cotton textile indus- 7 
try is in a much stronger position that it was prewar due to (1) an increase of 
i one million.in the population in the last decade, (2) a decline of 2 million 

spindles in operating equipment, (3) an increase of 130 percent in national income, 
and (4) greatly increased exports, Last year, although cotton consumption reached 
a peacetime high of 9,8 million bales, only 66.85 square yards of cotton clothwere i 
made available per person as compared with 67,00 square yards in 1939. Even if 
ae incomes Py exports decline, the cotton textile industry should still be ina 


foalcs, and in April, totaling 890, 000 bales (New York Cotton evenee etna 

This cotton year (ending July 31), it is expected that disappearance will total oe 
ig 1/4 million bales (10 million bala United. States consumption, 3-1/4 miilion Ba 
Les exports), as compared with 6- eee million bales ginned plus 1/4 million bales 
orted. As a result the carryover on August 1, 1947 ts expected to total only | 
ut 3 million bales, the smallest carryover since the 2.3 million bales of 1929. S., 
in other words, the DUE? carryovers of former years, ee as the 11.0 mt) ee a 
ates sa Pet are, for the time being at least, a thing of the past.) 
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(spread between cloth and cotton prices) in April 1947 were more than do 


Rg g4°af Price of approximate quantity of cloth obtainable from a pound 
COTTON EXPORT SUBSIDY REDUCED = 6 | ae 


per pound effective May 8th. (Original export sub sidy of four cents per | 


According to a survey made by the Journal of Commerce (May 1) farmers in’ 


4947 goal Of 23d million acres, 


blow by labor shortages.and price control. It is now being preserved 


PRICE OF lee 


Price of cotton on May 15th was 36.1 cents per pound in ae 10 A he 
or 37.50 cents per pound delivered at Group B mills. Current parity. “price 
10-market basis, is around 31 cents. (1947 Government loan rate will db 
on 92.5 percent of parity as of July 15.) As is indicated below, mill | 


what | anaes were & year EO 


Prices of raw cotton, rayon staple, and cotton fabrics, 
and cotton mill margins in cents. 
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Cotton fabrics, uverage 
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bien Cost to mill of same amount of usable fiber as aupelteg by one 
ee pound of cotton (rayon price: Z .89). 
4} @/ Differences between cloth prices and prices of cotton, 


of cotton with eT eae fOr salable waste. 
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The export subsidy on American cotton was reduced from two cents to one-ha: 


cut to two cents last February, 
Cotten Trade Journal, May 9, 1947. 


ACREAGE IN COTTON REPORTED INCREASED 


plant 20. 0) million acres to cotton this year, a 15,1 percent increase ov 
18,2 million acres planted in 1946 (which yielded 8,640,000 bales), but 


Journal of Commerce » May zi a 
a ISLAND COTTON i 3 Bee ERS se os 
Sea Island cotton, the “aristocrat of cottons," was See a determined 
prior to the outbreak of war, using’ new methods, when it was dealt ano 


tion by a few farmers and by the Florida State Agricultural Experiment 
which raises a little annually for seed. “. Now, in spite of Sea Islar 
obscurity, workers of the Florida Department of Agriculture rally ho efu 
defense. They say DDT dusted from airplanes would prove as effect re agai 
boll weevil as the old méthod-of individual plant ant ote addin, 
cedure together‘ with "flame cultivation" --burhing wee 

them-- would leave Rn page ate, BS ‘the only* extens e- 
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MACHINERY 


NEW OPENING AND CLEANING MACHINERY REPOR TED DEVELOPED BY GOLDMAN 

“y , 
ures machinery which is said to take cotton from the bale and process +s into a 
uniform lap at 500 pounds per hour is reported to have been developed: "on order 
and risk of a large Eastern mill" by Fibre Products Laboratory, Newark (This is the 
_ Goldman concern of unwoven fabric fame). New machinery operates thusly: (1) Open- 
ing machine reduces cotton from bale to flakes of definite size (all reduction to 
‘size is done in this unit). (2) Cotton travels almost vertically to Unit 2, con- 
ee comeing unit, causing foreign matter to drop by gravity. (3) Cotton passes " to a 
_ third unit which has progressively finer pinned rolls which work on the stack 
against a pinned cylinder. The cylinder amits controlled jets of air,which blow 
“through the web, carrying with it the leaf particles." (4) Material than goes to — 
_| another condenser unit where cleaning is completed, and from there (5) lap goes 
to the lappin head which compresses the lap by pneumatic pressure (it is claimed 
ee permits uniform density). It is claimed the machinery will permit cards to 
_ be msec merely for attenuating purposes. 
, Daily News Record, May 12, 1947, p. 31. 


‘This machinery was "contracted for by a 'North Carolina mill, cne of the largest;' 
Peas being built in a small plant at Lowell, Massachusetts, at cost of $50,000. 
Reh, Daily News Record, May 13, 1947, p. 25. 


# & B EXPANSION AND PROGRESS 


pee & B American Machine Company (one of three United States makers of cotton 

_ spinning machinery) now has 1,989 employees as compared with 809 when it changed 
hands on April 1, 1946. Plans call for a 1947 production volume of $10.0 million 
BE cnmaviod with 1946 sales of $2.7 million, and 1945 sales of $4,1 million, All 

_ produc tion for this war has been sold with additional business running into 1943, 
ae company has made considerable engineering progress, chiefly in refinements on 
_ present basic designs. Extruded alloy aluminum spindle rails, ring rails, and 
a “oller beams have been adopted as standard equipment on spinning frames; and ex- 
y truded nae aluminum roller beams and snug rails on roving frames. 

| ; . American Wool & Cotton Reporter, April 24, 1947. 
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| MB PLANT CAPACITY FOR orn chit BAGS 


Demis Bros, Bag Company intends to open a new plant in Jacksonville, Florida, and 
ia alter the structure of the old building and install machinery about September 
_ of this dake The new plant will make and print open-mesh bags from cotton and’ 


ee cloth, largely used for cesmarei al feeds, fertilizer, and potatoes, Enploy- 
nent will be given to 75 persons, mostly women. | 
; Journal of COMET IAG» April 28, 1947. 


price of 70's » 60's, and 50's grade textile staple. down to 55 cents oa 
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does not permit a head below 60 to 80 cms." (many samples exceed 100 oc 
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_ According to "Trends in Textiles" column in Journal of Commerce, New Yo 
/May 9th, a total of 213,500,000 was made available to the Department o 


ment and independent interests havz been "requesting Congress to incre 


iene Mpalinio SO la seen on any market, 
labor shortage in Lancashire's cotton TE ete veceiey A 
have been exported, including some raincoats, to the American markeeun 
Iabrices Association of Great Britain," with membership of 63 firms, ee 
to control quality and now has licensed 87 converters and 83 garment manufa 
The "Ventile" trade-mark, advertising wuality, has been restricted in 14. 

including Canada but not the United States (Where “Ventile" was not regist 
an alternative one has been applied for"). "The specification of 'Vent 


Wydrostatic water test, compared with penetration at 30 cms. to 60 one. 
quality twill raincoat ‘materials. : 


Daily News Record, May 6, 1947, p 
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ARALAC PRICE REDUCED 


Ae 


Price of Aralac staple fiber was reduced 20 percent about } May isth, eae 


anid 75 cents per pound from then until May. 1947. The reduction was fede 
result of increasing domestic supplies and of falling. prices for casein, 
Daily News Record, May 5, 1947 ae 


INCREASED WOOL RESEARCH URGED 


Pipe ier oe import duties on raw wool ("Section 32 funds") during the past 
but. "not one cent has been used to prop up the sagging domestic wool gr 
industry." During 1946, 42,600,000 in revenue was “obtained by the Agric 
Department, and a total of $20,055,000 was expended for the direct and ind 
benefit of a competing fiber- eotton [$1,160,000 for research on cotton bag 
$1,780,000 for cotton in writing paper Beperinieh tas and $16,800,000 for co’ 
export subsidies]. Spokesmen for Western wool growers, notably C. J. Faw 

General Manager of National Wool Marketing Association, are bringing whe 
tion into the. Tight in the hope that popular feeling would force Secret 
Anderson to show a ‘little more interest in the American sheep producer," 


public and private institutions endeavoring to raise ihe Lereh of amer cat 
aresearch,”): ana 


+ 


. "Trends in Textiles" column, Journal of Conmerce, ¥ 


y Stand now 188 aes with ordinary dyes by usual methods, according to. ai 
‘Corning Fiberglas Corporation, as result of new process whereby yarns are — 
ied, as 3 they are formed, with a basa protein film of the gelatin type. The ii 
rep ‘of finished yarn weight. A minimum of 80 ow 
Oh a aeacei on pe copets ke fabrics is claimed, *y 
yer | pany News Record, May 12, 1947, |. mas 


om eb nerat tony s new $20 million chemical plant in Texas “is the first large eis 
1 plant successfully to combine oxygen directly with petroleum gases (butane 
pane) , a technique known as direct oxidation. The advantage is that it Wek: 
ds a number of costly intermediate steps. Two main products are acetic acid : 
f mmaldehyde (adds one-third to country's supply). Acetone is another big 

product. "The new low cost production of these materials is coming to the 
Wor the hee Aiea ; plastics pees (And may be of importance in mao 
z Later this new plant will pour out — 


Iso may = used in Lee aki rubber, natntes and perhaps fine adipic acid for. 


be 


lanese can easily switch to making something else, and can expand present — 

ities at comparatively little added expense. The plant has 700 employees 
ork Hops four ae » Most of the workers are in the laboratory or on maintenance 
ae é tenet - Wall Street Journal, april 21, 1947 


one: of dicated steam at 388 pagieee Fahrenheit ee. ae than 300 hours : 
- continuous flexing. This amount of pressure would char and burst ordinary /. 
ee i poturer SAYS 4 Bren. 


ay 

“developme ent stage for several years, chief dif‘iculty in perfecting Ks mre 

as getting a glass cord capable of withstanding maximum flexing required in ie 
rvice. The glass cord is made by the Owéns-Corning Fiberglas Corp., and ¢ 22 lee 
rding technique - developed by Goodyear during the war is used to achieve high us 
e oe between the hose! Ss. aan carcass, _ rubber tube and cover. Re 

ye 

item is desi ariel see for Milas Cad ey steam or hydraulic service in foun=- aR: 


1 and paper mills, road construction, dock and railroad use. : 
4 Journal of Commerce, eae 25, 1947. 
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BRITISH DEVELOP NEW CONTINUOUS RAYON SPINNING METHOD 


LONDON, April 24,--High claims are being made for a new British process, call 
the Nelson process, for the continuous spinning. (spinning, washing, dryi 
winding) of viscose rayon, An agreement has been signed between Lustrafil, 
one of whose directors invented the process, and Dobson & Barlow, ltd, text 
machinery manufacturers, under which the latter will make the necessary spinni 
ecuipment.for sale within the territories of Europe (except Russia), India, 
Australia, New Zealand, Africa, Egypt, the Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine and Tur 
(United States and South America notably not included.) 5 


Sir amos Nelson, chairman of Lustrafil, is quoted as saying that the aim has 
to spin a viscose rayon yarn that would weave without faults, He said they 
evolved a cheaper process which produced a very good amount of fiber, a 30= 
filament varn weaving without any trouble, and giving a soft warm "ogee 
claimed to be simpler and less costly than the Industrial process, 
Journal of Commerce, April 25, 1947, 


(Rights for Industrial Rayon's process, in Britivk Empire and Europe, etoes e 
purchased about 18 months ago by Courtaulds, largest English rayon producer ar 
former parent company of American Viscose, for $5 million, American Viscos 
eee to have their own continuous haties for tire cord boii and aay 


i croutay stages nent onee above is new Sorelle ed ) 
_. PEANUT PROTEIN FIBER 

Sessions, Inc., of Enterprise, Alabama, is installing machinery to manufactur 
raw material for "a new protein fiber," utilizing a solvent method of extrac 


oil from peanuts, The raw matcrial watt be shipped to a Northern mill (name 
ee esas) as ee see "It is Peet out here that much recent Wipes 


OES and sewet ane The of Enterprise, Alabama, 
Textile Bulletin, May 1, 1947. 
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NEW INSTITUTE OF TEXTILE TECHNOLOGY OFFICERS 


William M, Benks of Grantville, Georgia, was elected chairman of the Board of 
Institute of Textile Technology at its annual meeting on May 12th, succeeding 
Fuller Callaway, who remains on board. Luther Hodges of Marshall Field & C 
was elected vice-chairman; Ward Delaney, president; Roger Milliken of Deeri 
Milliken, was reelected treasurer; M. Allen of Providence, Rhode Island, 4» 
reelected secretary. . : 
soon as possible, 


Ls anmial opera the Foundation spent $311,342 on research projects, 
€ s of textile school educators and publications. Four fundamental 
jects are now underway: (1) Mechanical properties of fibers; (2) relaxation= 
-e-fringence studies; (3) organic chemical studies of starch and cellulose 
etures; and (4) sorption and swelling studies. The Foundation "also has 
sd on research for the Army Signal Corps (action of various fibers in rela- 
: dity ) and the wuartermaster Department (textile degradation). 
Daily News Record, May 6, 1947, p. 24. 


/ 


ndation! s Board has voted to establish, jointly with Textile Research 
ute, a Textile Research anes. Dirge g. to set "research material into 
ye ands « of those who should use it. 


Release anecd April 30. 


igec its name to Harris Research Laboratories and formed a new organization, | 
rris Instruments, Inc, Harris Research Laboratories will be staffed by the wi’ 
rsonnel of the present organization, ccntinuing its program of research, develop- 
it, and consultation for the textile and allied industries. Harris Instruments 
conduct instrumentation research and develop and manufacture new research 
uments, especially for the textile industry. | | 
sie i Chemical and Engineering News, April 21, 1947. 


